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The Institute Ecológica is a non-profit environmental NGO working across different Brazilian
ecosystems. Their mission is to support, develop and implement scientific research, reconciling
development with environmental conservation in a democratic, transparent and participatory way,
while ensuring that proper consideration is given to the needs and aspirations of the local
population. 

The Bandeira project is situated in the northeast of Brazil, in the State of Alagoas. The local
red ceramic industry has historically used Atlantic Forest wood as the fuel source for their kilns. 
Atlantic Forest is the second major forest of South America and has been subject to uncontrolled
deforestation, leading to the break up of land with only 7% of the original area now covered.  

The objectives of this fuel-switch project are to stem the deforestation of a highly diversified
biome while also reducing the anaerobic decay of agricultural waste in the surrounding region,
which would otherwise release methane, an extremely potent green house gas. 

By switching the fuel from Atlantic Forest wood to sawdust, bamboo, sugar cane bagasse and
coconut husks – all renewable sources of biomass – the project will decrease CO2 emissions by 
194,863 tons over a period of seven years, and this is not even taking into consideration the 
decrease in methane emissions. 

Each project has been (or is in the process of) being verified by independent, third-party 
auditors. 

 

 

 
 


